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Reflections of Father David

The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse

Now | saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and | heard one of the four living creatures say, aswith a voice of
thunder, “ Come!” And | saw, and behold, a white horse, and itsrider had a bow; and a crown was given to him and he went out
conquering and to conquer. When he opened the second seal, | heard the second living creature say, “ Come!” And out came
another horse, bright red; itsrider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that men should slay one another; and he was
given a great sword. When he opened the third seal, | heard the third living creature say, “ Come!” And | saw, and behold, a
black horse, and itsrider had a balance in his hand; and | heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living
creatures saying, “ A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, but do not harmoil and wine!”
When he opened the fourth seal, | heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “ Come!” And | saw, and behold, a pale horse,
and itsrider’ s name was Death, and Hades followed him; and they were given power over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword
and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth.

Revelation 6:1- 8

When | wasin college, | received atape by a
Christian artist named Debbie Kerner. One song
on the tape was about the four horsemen of the
Apocalypse and used Revelation 6 as abasisfor
itsmessage. For some reason | woke up one
morning with the tune and those words in my
head. | had not thought of that song in years.

During the morning | took afew minutes,
sorted through some tapes | had not looked at in
years, found the Debbie Kerner tape, and listened
to that song. | found it as haunting now as| did
almost 30 years ago. After listening to the tape a
time or two, | got out several of my Biblesto see
how close her lyrics were to the actual Bible
reading. She wasfairly faithful to the words, and
very faithful to the spirit and meaning.

In light of world events over the past six
months, | found myself thinking of this song very
often as the days of Lent slowly cameto an end. |
kept asking myself, “Are we living in the end
times?’ “Isthe second coming of the Lord right
around the corner?’ If itis, “Am | ready for the
return of Christ and is my spiritual house in good
order?’

| don’t have an answer to any of these
guestions. Itiscertainly possiblethat the end
times are upon us. Likewise, they may be
hundreds and hundreds of years from now, and we
simply feel like Paul did when he was sure that he

would live to see the second coming of Christ.
Regardless, we should live asiif the return of
Christ WAS going to occur tomorrow at 9 am.

Easter is our key to tomorrow and iswhy | am
not worried that | cannot answer questions
regarding when the end times will occur. We are
invited to put our faith in the life, teachings, death
and resurrection of Jesus and to accept his gift of
the “no strings attached” forgiveness of our sins.
If we believe in the power of Jesus, and in Jesus
only, we will have life everlasting and not have to
worry about what will happen to us when the four
horses of the Apocalypse come.

We have received the invitation from God.
Easter is the proof of God'slove for each of us.
All we need do is accept and enter into new life
everlasting.

May God bless and keep you this Holy Easter
Season.

With deepest affection,

Fr. David

Page 2



Reverend Carol’'s message

God's Time

Timeis something we are all aware. Infact,
much, if not al, of our lifeis bedded in the hands of
the clock. These numberstell usthat it istimeto
get up, it istime to rush though breakfast, and we
only have 20 minutes to get to work when it takes
25with nolights. Yes, timeisathing, but it is
more than that, it isamind-set, it isagift at one
moment and a demon at another. It feels so good to
be able to take your time to get somewhere. It'sa
feeling that isalmost life-giving. The problem is
we don't experience it to very often, and when we
do, we wish this could be the way we lived the rest
of our lives.

Timeis something that isagiven -- what is 6
p.m. today will be 6 p.m. tomorrow. We don't
guestion it, we don't debate it; time simply is. And
that simple statement is true of our livesaswell.

We are what we make ourselves. If wewish to rush
every morning, then that is the way we run our
lives. We could go to bed earlier, we could get up
earlier, or we maybe we could rearrange our work
schedule. What it takeswe could doiit ... but so
often we don't. Why? Because we have not
decided that time is something we control instead of
it controlling us. We complain about having too
much to do, yet, we don't do anything about it, but
do more, or complain about what we do, and never
reduce our load. Sometimes, there might be a status
about having lotsto do, it makes us sound and feel
important. Well, if that iswhat you want, go for it.
But if we want to have alife that is under control,
we need to do a couple of things.

One of these thingsisto decide"I" control my
time, the second isto understand that, if what we
choose to do about time does not give us a sense of
peace and comfort, than we need to get back to
square one. We all need to have a place where we
are not worried about time, nor are we worried
about what we are doing in that time, rather it
accomplishes any thing or not, itisoursto with as
we please.

The third thing is to give this time a meaning
that has meaning to us. And it ishere that God's
time comesin. We need to spend time with God,
not giving time, but spending time, we need to bein
Histime zone. We need to bein Hisbeing, not in
ours. God's time zone has no beginnings and
endings, it has no element that gives a sense of time
spent. When oneiswith God, time does not exist. It
isaman made element, that has nothing to do with
God, except what we have placed there by our own
need to have abeginning and an end. We have the
need, we made up the clock, we set our own
standards, now we expect God to obey them. God
does not work on atime line, God worksin alove
circle. Thelove circle has no restrictions on it,
when love seesit istime for the "thing" to happen
then it will, until then we wait.

Timeisaman-madething. It isthere so there
might be organization and expectations, but it is not
there to judge God, nor to give God our master plan
with our own time allocations on it.

If we can understand more about God's time of
love, and less of our time going and coming to beat
the clock, we would have agracein our liveswe
would want for ever. Control time, make the
choices that enable you to bein God's love time,
instead of your own created time line.

God bless,

Rev.Carol
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The Church Mouse heard ...

Wow thisreally was abusy Holy Week. Fr. David
had a celebration of the Holy Eucharist on Tuesday
morning before Bible Study. After talking it over, the
Tuesday Morning Bible Study would like to try
beginning with the Eucharist once amonth. Look at
the church calendar to see when thisbegins. On
Wednesday in Holy Week our organist Tim and the
choir did awonderful job of sharing their gifts of
music in worship. It wastruly incredible and hopefully
thiswill become an annual event. Pat Vine and her
helpers did a fantastic job of the Seder Supper again
thisyear. Thelamb wasthe best ever!! Francis
Jacobs did agreat job of getting his security team
together to allow the church to remain open all night
during the Vigil before the Altar of Repose. Speaking
of the Altar of Repose, did you see the beautiful floral
arrangement Eileen Newhouse did thisyear. Each
year, it seems she surpasses the year before. On Good
Friday Fr. David gave avery powerful sermon on the
cross. Too bad it wasn’t taped. GlennisMuncie and
the Altar Guild did a beautiful job of getting the church
ready for Easter. The music was heavenly and the
incense was perfect! Wasn't it great having Kerry
Chapin as our newest Lay Reader?

Did you notice that Jay and Gloria Bastian are
home from Gulf Shores? Carey Draeger did anice
job of coffee hour on Easter as her gift to the
congregation. Everyone at coffee hour did a super job
of singing Happy Birthday to Fr. David.

Francis Jacobs has retired from helping with the
Catholic Central Basketball program. Francis helped
with coaching and keeping statistics. | am sure he will
be missed next year. Jennifer Pike played violinin
the University of Michigan production of West Side
Story. Waverly High School Departmental Awards
were handed out earlier in the month. Anita
Frohnapfel’s granddaughter Sarareceived the
Computer Tech Award. Andrew Pike received the
English and Math Departmental Awards. Steven
Hosmer, Andrew Pike and Sarah Sorrell all made
the Waverly Honor Rall.

Fr. Vic Mishra isout of University of Michigan
Hospital and continues to recover. It will be along
journey I'm afraid. Mildred McNaeill spent afew days
in Sparrow but is back at Ingham County Medical Care
Facility. Jerri Hoffman wasin Sparrow for a short
time for tests but is home doing much better. Lore
Tuttle had another spell and atrip to ER. The doctors

St. David’s
April Birthdays

Fr. David Pike
Rachel Stanton
Diane Underhill
Jana K ennedy
Scottie Lee
Lou Williams
John Stiles
Dick Schmidt
Laura Thurston
10 EllaBasso

10 Helen Lee

10 Mark Hosmer
12 Ric Sorrell

14 Steven Leiby
17 Rose McNab
17 Amy Graves
17 Dan Paff

18 Dottie Holmes
21 Allyson Byers
22 Jay Leiby

23 Joan Kriek

24 Carol Schmidt
25 Pam Hamilton
28 Michagl Benoit

oo UTUThWE

April Anniversaries

2 Jerry & Pat Purol

7 Bill & Rita Stanton

13 Jeff & Shelly Albert

18 Mike & Denise Wils

23 Edwin & Jeanne Fraas

28 Michael & Allyson Shadowens
30 Lisa& R.C. Ward

30 Jay & GloriaBastian

are still trying to find out what causes her spells.
Finally, please keep in your prayers, Barb and Art
Van Dyke, as Barb's mother Marjorie died on March
13th , and Eleanor Bishop, as her husband Bob died
on Good Friday. My whiskers are so cold!

I will be glad when spring finally gets here! ©
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Notes from St. John’s Corner
If any oneisinterested in Confirmation, please contact the rector.

Many, many thanks to John and Steve for hel ping the young adults to have such a great time at their LAN
party...it was fantastic!!! Another is planned for April. Please check with Steve or John for the date.

We also want to thank everyone who helped make our lock-in with St. Paul's such agreat event. We had
agood time with our brothers and sisters from St. Paul's and many thanks for everyone's efforts. We will do
thisagain.!!!!

We also want to thank everyone for their contributions for the Easter Basket Auction on Palm Sunday.
We had agreat turnout and a great time. The Saints were able to earn over $500 for their next trip to
England.

ECW will be having a speaker for their May Meeting. Please mark your calendar for May 6™. Nancy
Sheldon will be coming to tell us about specia events at the high school for our young adults.

We also want to congratulate our Charlotte High School Band membersK ate Watson, Tom Watson,
and Sam Long for receiving all ONES at the State Festival this past month. Great Job!!! Wearereally
proud of you all.

We also want to congratulate Brent Bos in DECCA competition for Business Administration, at the
State L evels, and to James M cRae for hiswinning a placein the State Competitions for geography for
the State. We'rereally proud of you both!!!

We also want to congratulate our Charlotte Junior High Band member, Becca Long and Lindsey Bos
for getting all ONES at the State Festival this past month. Fantastic job! We are so proud of you!!!

Don’t forget to visit St. John’s and
St. David’'son the Internet !!

St. John’s: www.rural-net.com/stjohnschurch

St David’'s: www.forministry.com/48917sdec

Keep in touch with goings-on at the church no matter
whereyou travel !!
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Winter retreat a huge success!!
By Debbie Davis

The First Annual elementary retreat was a huge
success. We gathered at St. David' s Episcopal
Church, all eight girls and two chaperones, on
Friday, February 22, at 5:00 p.m. Our mission
was to be on the road by 5:30 p.m. We were right
on the button and on the road to our destination
“Higgins Lake” at 5:30 p.m.

We stopped in Mt. Pleasant at McDonald’ s for
dinner, hit the road again, and reached the cabin at
Higgins Lake around 9:00 p.m. Thegirls helped
unload the vehicles and got themselves situated
upstairs, which became their paradise!!! Saturday,
we were al up, ate breakfast, packed a picnic
lunch, and headed up to Treetops Resort in
Gaylord. The girls had a great time, tubing down
the ski hills and snow boarding. Back to Higgins
Lake, the girlslooked for sticks for roasting
hotdogs, while Ms. Davis tried to start a campfire.
But the wood was too wet. Ms. Davis and Mrs.
Strickler sent the girls on amission -- up one
block to the store for dry firewood.

After returning from the store, the girls, Kailyn,
Kara, Alexa, Susan, Megan, Dana, Victoria, and
Anna, and Ms. Davis walked down to the lake.
Mrs. Strickler volunteered to stay and build
another campfire. WOW, the girls had ablast
walking and sliding on the frozen lake. There
were many people out in the middle of the lakeice
fishing and snowmobiling. When we returned to
the cabin, there was a great campfire going -- good
job, Mrs. Strickler! We roasted hotdogs and | ater
smors. If | remember right, there were
marshmallows flying over their heads!!! Guess
they didn’t stay on the sticks too well!!!

In the evening, we played Bible Charades and
Bible Blurt, these girls are smarter then we
thought! We al learned something about the
Bible. Sunday, we visited St. Elizabeth’'s
Episcopa Church in Roscommon. WOW, did we
ever get awarm welcome! They saw uscoming
and greeted us at the door. The girls went to
Sunday School and joined them for coffee hour.

Back at the cabin we made a breakfast brunch,
cleaned the cabin, packed, and went back to the
lake, “by demand of the girls,” for the last time.

Wewereontheroad at 1:15 p.m. and arrived at
St. David's at 3:30 p.m. Wedecided to havea
picnic lunch at church, the girls put hotdogsin the
microwave, we all talked about the trip, and guess
what, parents? They want to go back! We will
plan a summer 2002 retreat. So beware and ook
for detailsin early summer. Thank you everyone
for your support in making this possible!

Education for Ministry report
By Tina Martzke

Education For Ministry (EFM) is a course that
Barbara VVanDyke has been teaching to seven of us
since September. It could easily be named
EDUCATION FOR LIFE, sinceit could very
possibly change your life, for the better, of course.

During the sessions, which last three hours,
once aweek, (or double the sessions and meet less
often), we discuss Bible readings, have
"theological reflections’, and much more. When |
began, | wondered how we could possibly keep
ging for three hours. Believe me, these hoursfly!

It isdifficult to describe what theological
reflections are. A designated person is assigned
an issue for the week, and the group proceeds to
go through a series of stepsrelating to redl life,
history, Bible stories, etc. After afew tries, we
became much better at these. Now we look
forward to them.

| cannot begin to tell you how valuable EFM
has been for me. | urge anyone who is curious
about EFM to contact any of usin the parish who
has participated. It isatime commitment, but |
think you just might find it to be one of the better
time commitmentsyou make. @
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Nursery news
By Nan Strickler

Carolyn Schavey has graciously agreed to
oversee our Nursery! Thank you Carolyn!!! We
have had severa meetings in an attempt to make
much needed revisions and plot our course of
action.

We are most interested that the nursery be used
and enjoyed by parishioners and guests with
babies and toddlers. Towards that end, we will be
discouraging older children playing with nursery
toys. The nursery door will be locked during the
week and following the Sunday service. Carolyn
disinfects the toys and cleans the nursery at |east
once amonth. It isextremely disheartening to
open the door Sunday morning and find
everything in disarray and frequently dirty.

Plans are in the works for new curtains, to
replace the blinds, a new ceiling fan, anew baby
swing, and possibly more room. Added space
would allow the toddlersto have their own play
space and amore protected area.

Additionally, we will have two parent
volunteersin the nursery every Sunday.

We welcome any and all suggestions. We want
the nursery to be afun and welcoming place for
our little people. If you have any ideas, please see
Carloyn Schavey or Nan Strickler.

Newsworthy Notes from Christian
Ed
By Nan Strickler

Our Spring outreach program-raising funds for
Heifer International are well underway. Well
keep you posted with the results and what we are
able to buy.

We are winding down our church school year.
Our last Sunday will be May 19" with recognition
and presentations of Sunday School students and

staff. We would appreciate your effortsin having
your children in church May 19" so they don't
miss out on anything.

St. David's family picnic will be June 2™ at
Grand Woods Park. We will feature crafts to
make following our Vacation Bible School theme
aswell asaclown, face painting, games, and just
plain fun.

Vacation Bible school is scheduled for July
21st - July 25th. Hopeto seeyou al there! More
information will be forthcoming in the next issue
of the newdletter.

Be sure to check Kids Kalendar for important
upcoming datesinvolving our children. ©

KIDS KALENDAR

No Church School - March 31 or April 7
Count Easter Egg $ - April 14

Recognition Sunday - May19

Family Picnic - June2

Summer Sunday School - June 23

Church Camp, grades 3,4 & 5 - Julyl4- 19
Vacation Bible School - July 21 - 25
Summer Sunday School - August 18

Please note the 2 Summer Sunday School dates
listed above. Thisis something new we are trying
this summer and it will be on the two dates listed
only. o

We are updating the St. David's
directory and would like it if anyone
who has a change of address, phone,
birthday, anniversary, or any other
additions, please let the office know or
change the master list that is on the
table in the narthex. We would like the
changes as soon as possible so we can
print the new directory.
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Read the Bible in a year

April readings

1 M 25.1-30 Nu 30- 31 Job 1
2 M 25.31-46 Nu 32- 34 Job 2
3 M 26.1-25 Nu 35- 36 Job 3
4 M 26.26-46 Dt 1-2 Job 4
5 M 26.47-75 Dt 3-4 Job 5
6 M 27.1-31 Dt 5-6 Job 6
7 M 27.32-66 Dt 7-8 Job 7
8 M 28 Dt 9-10 Job 8
9 Ac 1 Dt 11-12 Job 9
10 Ac 2.1-13 Dt 13-14 Job 10
11 Ac 2.14-47 Dt 15-16 Job 11
12 Ac 3 Dt 17-18 Job 12
13 Ac 4.1-22 Dt 19-20 Job 13
14 Ac 4.23-37 Dt 21-22 Job 14
15 Ac 5.1-16 Dt 23-24 Job 15
16 Ac 5.17-42 Dt 25-27 Job 16
17 Ac 6 Dt 28 Job 17
18 Ac 7.1-22 Dt 29-30 Job 18
19 Ac 7.23-60 Dt 31-32 Job 19
20 Ac 8.1-25 Dt 33-34 Job 20
21 Ac 8. 26-40 Js 1-2 Job 21
22 Ac 9.1-25 Js 3.1-5.1 Job 22
23 Ac 9. 26- 43 Js 5.2-6.27 Job 23
24 Ac 10. 1-33 Js 7-8 Job 24
25 Ac 10. 34-48 Js 9-10 Job 25
26 Ac 11.1-18 Js 11-12 Job 26
27 Ac 11.19-30 Js 13-14 Job 27
28 Ac 12 Js 15-17 Job 28
29 Ac 13.1-25 Js 18-19 Job 29
30 Ac 13.26-52 Js 20-21 Job 30
Abbrevi ations for April readings
New Test anent A d Test anent
M Mat t hew Dt Deut er onomny
Ac Act s Js Joshua
Nu Nunmber s
Job
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EFM — opening doors for life
By Patricia Purol

As| reflect on what | have learned thisyear in
EFM, so much comesto mind. There'sthe
obvious knowledge gained from reading the Bible
and sharing, but Education for Ministry is much
more than a Bible study class. Itistruly
education for life with part of that being ministry.
Sincewe are al called to love God and one
another and to serve and minister to one another,
this program isright for everyone from all walks
of life. God speaksto all of usand needs all of us.

Two things stand out to me as | reflect on what
| have learned. Traveling through the Old
Testament, from Adam and Eveto the travels and
troubles of the early Israglites, | have seen that
everything was about relationships. Their stories
speak about their association with God and their
connections with one another. We hear thisin
churchin prayer, teachings, psalms, songs and
more, but what has been insightful isthe
"personalness’ of God, and that we are ALL
worthy and called to bein relationship with HIM.
God the creator seeks to be in relationship, to have
more than abond - to be in an interactive
relationship with us.....ALL of us....al of thetime.
Christianity isn't as much about religion asit is
about relationship. Ask yourself, "What is God
saying to mein thisevent or situation?" asyou
face each day.

Further insight is gained from our theological
reflection which is often the greater focusin our
classes. We believe we arereligious people. We
attend church, are active in various phases of
church work, and wetry to livea"good" life. In
one part of theological reflection, we take biblical
text, forms of worship -- prayer, psalms, song --
and apply it to current life situations. EFM has
been simply, yet profoundly, applying the Bible to
lifetoday. It isseeking the sense and the meaning
then and now. It isseeing how patterns of man
and God, while ever-changing, are ever-constant
and even predictable at times, showing how truly
Christ isthe alpha and the omega, the beginning
and the end.

Much more comes from thisclass. Itisa
persona and communal learning experience. Our
facilitator is great. We are on various journeys
and you can betoo! @

More from the library

We have two excellent books by John Hunt
and Gary Smalley: The Blessing and The Gift of
Honor. | can recommend these to everybody.

The Blessing inspires us, as Christians, of the
importance of being ablessingto al. The authors
concentrate first on how we are to give our
children "The Blessing”; thisis traced with ample
Biblical examples. A series of specifics are
discussed, beginning with 1)meaningful touch,

2) spoken words, 3) placing high value, and
4) picturing a special future for each. These
principles are also extended to our spouses,
friends, church and even our parents.

| cried when | read "Write your parents a
letter,” as both of mine are many yearsdead. Yet,
as | performed this exercise, great joy and
gratitude flooded to me in return so many times
over. | am also now more conscious than ever
before of my words to my children and others and
anticipate each encounter with aresolveto give
and say words of blessing and honor.

The second book, The Gift of Honor, continues
the same theme in a broader context. Both of
these two books not only enhance our resolve to
follow Jesus, but are avenuesto healing in all
relationships.

May God bless you richly in the reading of
these books and encourage and challenge you to
be a person of blessing.

The Phantom Librarian
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United Thank Offering
By Rose McNab

In the beginning, God created the Heavens and
the Earth
(Genesis1:1)

Everything that we have, our talents and skills
that earn us money so we can hopefully live the
lifestyle we desire, comes from GOD! It isgiven
freely with no expectations of return! God isa
giver, and, if we are grateful for what we have
been given, THEN we are motivated to become
giversourselves.

An attitude of gratitude of will foster a sense
of abundance and enable generosity. A sense of
abundance comes when we recognize that all we
need is available to us, though all we want may
not be.

He took the seven loaves and the fishes, and when
he had given thanks, he broke them and gave
themto the disciplesthey in turn to the people.
They all ate and were satisfied.

(Mathew 15: 32-39)

As Christians, we believe God will bethere to
take care of us.

And why do you worry about clothes? See how
thelilies of the field grow. They do not labor or
spin. | tell you do not worry about your life.

(Mathew 6:25-34)

(Thisisfrom an article in the Winter Issue of
COMMUNIQUE by Patricia Ann Tourangeau. It
sayswhat | wish | have said, and iswhat | want
to say.)

There are many opportunities that we are
givenin our livesto help others. One of themis
through the United Thank Offering. Y our
monetary gift to this fund, now or in the future, as
you give thanks to God for all of the blessing you
have received, will help other parishesto spread
God'sword and to carry on His mission.

Our Diocese has been fortunate to receive
grants made possible through the contributions
givento UTO for the past thirteen yearsthat |
have been the UTO Coordinator. In fact, the
parishes who have requested grants have been
given back more than our Diocese has given to
UTO each year. Your financial support is much
appreciated for this worth while project.

The UTO Ingathering dates for St. David'sis
April 14Mand April 21,

Thank you for Giving Thanks to God!

REVEREND FUN WWWREVERENDREUN COM BCOPYRIGHT 2002 GO, NC  ~ 8

Betcha didn’t know
that Noah started this
spring ritual !! Help
keep this 6000-year old
tradition going strong at
St. David’s annual
garage sale this month !!

Thanks to Hancy Wortham (See 10-29-19435
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Tools of the Bible
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St. David’s Annual
<7 (arage Sale

April 10" and 11"

A sign up sheet will be posted shortly on the bulletin board by the coat rack in the narthex. Many
workers will be needed for the preparation days of Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, April 8-10, and
for the clean-up after the end of the sale on Friday afternoon and especially during the two days of the
sale. Anyone can help and are warmly welcomed to participate.

Donations may he brought to church from Sunday, April 7" through noon on Wednesday, April 10™.
If it is necessary to store any item (S) before then, please contact either Eileen Newhouse at 372-4766 or
Rose McNab at 321-6586, and we will make storage space available to you.
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